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SUB J : PERES ON INTERIM AGREEMENT ANDPOSSIBLE NEGOTIATIONS WITH SYRIA 

1. IN SPEECH AUG 19, DEFMIN PERES STATED THAT IN THE 
INTERIM AGREEMENT WITH EGYPT NOW UNDER DISCUSSION 
THE IDF RETAINS THE ALTERNATIVE OPTION TO DEFEND THE 
SINAI AS IN THE PAST. GOI PRESS BULLETIN QUOTES PERES 
AS ADDING "IF THE IDF WILL LOSE THIS OR THAT POSITION 

IN SINAI, WE SHOULD REMEMBER THAT THE EGYPTIANS WILL HAVE 
TO ADD NOT A FEW POINTS TO THEIR OWN MILITARY DISPOSITION". 

2. PERES POINTED OUT THAT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
SITUATION IN THE SINAI TODAY AND THE SITUATION TWO 

YEARS AGO WAS THAT THE EGYPTIANS NOW HAVE TO DEFEND A SUEZ 
CANAL OPEN TO SHIPPING AND IN THE PROCESS OF BEING WIDNED. 

EGYPT MOREOVER HAS TO PROTECT A NUMBER OF TOWNS ALONG THE CANAL, 
REPOPULATED WITH THREE-QUARTERS OF A MILLION PEOPLE, AS WELL 
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AS THE LONG AND NARROW PASSAGE CONNECTING THE CANAL 
TOWNS WITH ABU RODEIS. 

3. DURING VISIT TO GOLAN HEIGHTS SAME DAY, PERES TOLD 
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ISRAELI SETTLERS THAT "SYRIA IS SHOWING NO SIGNS INDICATING 
HER INTEREST IN AN INTERIM OR OVERALL SETTLEMENT WITH ISRAEL, 
BUT WE ARE PREPARED FOR AND INTERESTED IN AN AGREEMENT WITH 
SYRIA AS MUCH AS WITH EGYPT". 

4. ANSWERING QUESTIONS CONCERNING POSSIBILITY OF ISRAEL 
EVACUATING GOLAN SETTLEMENTS IN THE FRAMEWORK 

OF AN AGREEMENT WITH SYRIA, PERES RESPONDED BY SAYING HE 
WAS NOT VISITING GOLAN SETTLEMENTS IN ORDER TO ANNOUNCE THEIR 
EVACUATION. HE ADDED THAT THE ISRAELI DESIRE FOR AN 
AGREEMENT WITH SYRIA DID NOT INCLUDE ANY PLAN TO REMOVE 
SETTLEMENTS FROM THE GOLAN HEIGHTS. 

5. DURING MEETING WITH DRUZE NOTABLES LIVING ON GOLAN PERES 
ALSO DISCUSSED PROBLEM OF EXTENDED DRUZE FAMILIES SEPARAGED 
BY DISENGAGEMENT LINE. ACCORDING GOVT PRESS BULLETIN, DEFMIN 
SAID THAT ISRAEL HAD PROPOSED REUNIONS OF FAMILIES FROM 
BOTH SIDES OF LINE NEAR KUNEITRA AND WAS NOW 

AWAITING SYRIAN AGREEMENT. 

6. COMMENT: PERES' STATEMENTS ON BOTH OCCASIONS APPEAR 

TO BE PART OF GOVERNMENT CAMPAIGN TO SELL INTERIM AGREEMENT 
TO PUBLIC IN FACE OF INCREASINGLY ACTIVE MEDIA EFFORT BY 
THOSE ELEMENTS OPPOSED TO IT. HIS REMARKS ON THE GOLAN, 

WITH THEIR ALLUSION TO POSSIBLE INTERIM SETTLEMENT WITH 
SYRIA WILL BE INTERPRETED BY SOME HERE AS EFFORT TO ACQUAINT 
PUBLIC WITH POSSIBLE NECESSITY OF TACKLING GOLAN PROBLEM AFTER 
INTERIM AGREEMENT WITH EGYPT. 
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